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ILLUSTRATIVE DOCUMENTUnderstanding ‘What is a Fanzine?’
What is a zine you ask? A zine is basically a non–commercial, non-professional publication, 
kind of like a magazine but with a little twist. A zine and a magazine differ as zines are 
not out there to make a profit but to add unheard voices into the mix. Zines are usually 
made out of interest and passions other people have and are often self-published by the 
creator. Typically, zines are made using collage techniques, like a sketchbook and are then 
photocopied. More recently they have been scanned into an online, digital format so they can 

be accessed by everyone.

What is liked best about zines is that they provide a ‘voice for all; outside of the 
mainstream, of alternative, from the underground, the margins of society.’ 
(Art Gallery of Ontario, 2008: online). The majority of the current publications out there 
offer only a narrow perspective, and zines are the natural antidote to that, especially 
since anyone can make them. 

Most zines appeal to youth rather than elder audiences as it is much more honest in its 
intentions. Zines, back in the day, were considered as an amateur movement in which 
publications were created by people who then distributed them to a larger group of people 
through the mail. Many of the first zines were science fiction fanzines created in the 1920s 
and 1930s through which science fiction fans would speculate and discuss various topics. 
Later on, in the 1950s with the Beatnik era, poets and other artists would make small 
leaflets with their poems as means of self-promotion. This where the concept of a ‘zine’ 
originated from into what it is today.

The History of Zines
The first known zine was in the 1930’s and it was called ‘The Comet,’ according to 
Library Duke University (2017). It was published by the Science Correspondence Club in 
Chicago. There was later a revolution in layout and design and this could be due to the 
rebellious attitude during the ‘rock n roll’ era in the 60’s. Punk rock zines emerged 
in the 70’s and the birth of the DIY movement was created from this new punk and indie 
music scene.  The early 80s saw the first zine review list in the form of Mike Gunderloy’s 
“Factsheet Five.” The 90s is where the zine idea really took over as the Riot Grrrl 
Movement sparked an interest for feminist and women empowering zines like ‘Bitch’ 
magazine.
 
Nowadays, we look to magazines like i-D as edgy and ground-breaking glossy mags but they 
originally started out DIY zines. Talking to guest lecturer Anthony Bednall, he revealed 
that i-D started off as simply a cut and paste zine that was stapled together.  He spoke of 
how club goers would dress us and enjoy the nightlife back in the 80’s when it began and 
were more than eager to have their picture in i-D Magazine. The old i-D magazines contained 
street style segments and interviews with cool photographers and DJs. This shows how history 
has repeated itself as many magazines today contain the same type of articles as in the 80s. 
Terry Jones, the creator of i-D magazine states that ‘the web of digital communication 
faster than at any other time in history [but] i-D will continue to feature the diverse 
environment we are privileged to live and work in.” (Shapers of the 80s, date unknown: 
online)

Zines as a Promotional Tool
Zines can be used as a promotional tool to promote an idea, movement or rebellion. The Riot 
Grrrl movement clearly demonstrated this as it was the birth of the female revolution, the 
feminist, taking back music, the vagina, and derogatory terminology. 



Inspired by this, Riot Grrl is a 4 piece all female band. They became a self-proclaimed 
movement that tackled feminism and what the general population considered ‘gender norms’. 
They were founded in West America, the area for the alternative and punk music scene. It 
was a ‘boy-girl revolution’ that allowed women to be sexually free and simultaneously 
open about harassment and sexual assault. From this, the underground was filled with 
feminist zines such as Bitch, Brass in Pocket, BUST, Queenie and so much more. The movement 
was so powerful that the London Riot Grrl movement still exists and was set up in 2001.

To promote zines, Saveri (2016) shows that zines can be sold through vending machines for 
as cheap as $1 to quickly send out a message to people for a cheap price tag. This is a 
great promotional tool as it makes buying a zine really fun and interesting, rather than 
just seeing it on a bookshelf.  Also, Saveri (2016) shows how launch parties can be a big 
part of promoting a zine because it is a social environment that creates a buzz so people 
can network and learn more out the zine whilst enjoying themselves. Any excitement is bound 
to attract a larger audience that doesn’t know about the zine, further spreading the reach 
of the zine to much more people than just the intended consumers.

How we will promote our zine
As the newest Manchester Zine that has looked at the club drag scene, it seems appropriate 
to hold the launch party on canal street in Cruz101 which has an 8 am license. James Skeet 
who we interviewed had mentioned an event called ‘Cha Cha Boudoir’ which is the most 
popular and anticipated drag event of the month, this is held the last Friday of the month. 
The Cha Cha we will be hosting will be named ‘Drag Drop, Zine, Stop’. With this being the 
case the date chosen for the launch party is Friday 31st March 2017 and is invitation only 
for the big zine unveiling (6 pm - 8 pm) and open to the public from 8 pm, this will be a 
private hire as the venue opens at 11:30 pm - 8 am usually.

Etsy is also a platform that can be utilised for creating pre-sales and selling tickets 
for the Cha Cha after party, this does involve a small fee to pre-sell the items but will 
be an easy way to send consumers from social media directly to an exclusive selling page, 
creating a smooth user experience.

Another more traditional way of promoting the event is to have a street team go out and 
approach members of the public with physical flyers and speak to them directly so they 
understand about the fanzine. This would be done both on Canal Street and at university 
campuses.

The History of Manchester
“Manchester has long been a city to pave the way with the wealth of innovations, economy 
and ideas of society it has produced over the decades. From the city that split the atom, 
created the programmable computer and produced countless musical movements, Manchester is 
a city to be admired and replicated; not just in the UK but worldwide.” (Manchester City 
Council, date unknown: online) 

Manchester is famous for many reasons. These include the cotton industry, the first 
computer and various musical acts including The Stone Roses and Oasis. Not to mention the 
Hacienda.“Computers have been on something of a miraculous journey since the Small-Scale 
Experimental Machine (SSEM) or ‘Baby’ ran its first program in Manchester in 1948” (BBC, 
2014: online) Manchester played a pivotal part in the industrial revolution. The city’s 
first cotton mill dates back to 1783. “The first generation of cotton spinning mills were 
water powered and located in areas where there was an abundant and regular supply of water 
[…] It was in the 1790s with the introduction of steam-driven machinery that Manchester 
began to develop as an important centre for cotton spinning.” (Terry Wyke, date unknown: 
online). “Manchester’s first cotton mill was built in the early 1780s, and by 1830 there 
were 99 mills. As the cotton industry grew, Manchester expanded.” (Britannica, 2017: 
online). 



A long time after Manchester getting a name for itself from the industrial revolution, 
came its reputation for music. The music that came from Manchester includes massive names 
including the likes of Oasis, The Smiths, New Order, Joy Division and The Stone Roses. It is 
said that due to Margaret Thatcher’s conservative government closing down so many factories, 
young males were left unemployed and angry. This anger was translated into these men turning 
“angst into song” (Pride of Manchester, date unknown: online)

Current Manchester
According to the Manchester Evening News (2014), the city is the second most popular city 
in England visited by overseas visitors. In 2014 although London saw 16.7 million tourists, 
Manchester came second with 988,00 visitors. Following Manchester was Birmingham (941,000) 
and Liverpool (562,000). Due to the city of Manchester ranking second in popularity, it is 
no surprise that it has an impressive cultural scene. “According to the Trinity Mirror 
Data Unit, Manchester ranks ninth out of 50 cities for culture, with more music venues, 
per 100,000 people, than anywhere else in the country and is second for most libraries and 
cinemas.” (Stephen Lewis, 2015: online).

Manchester today still boasts a strong musical reputation. The city has a variety of clubs 
and venues which host live music. Manchester also has a significant range of art galleries. 
These include the Whitworth, Manchester Art Gallery and Castlefield. Another great gallery is 
the one situated in HOME cinema. 

Our Manchester
For the youth of today, Manchester is a vibrant city, especially for students. As stated by 
Dobson (2015), University of Manchester has the largest student population in the country 
with 40,000 scholars. This shows that the city currently is ruled by the youth that populates 
it. Asking the youth of today what they think about Manchester, the first thing that comes to 
mind is the nightlife, the weather and the transport. Rain is now what symbolises Manchester 
as an umbrella is an essential for your handbag in this city. The Magic Bus is every 
student’s saviour as £1 can get you around Manchester in less than an hour on a good day. 
Clubs like Sankeys, Factory and Sound Control were the prime places to go for students when 
first moving to Manchester. With Sankeys being “forced to close” (BBC, 2017: online) this 
year, students had to find a new sweaty rave to enjoy. Now we welcome Antwerp Mansion which 
is a “Victorian Gothic house […] and is now a music and arts venue.” The huge grotty house 
now is the place to be for students who want a wild night out.

Future Manchester
Manchester has developed the ‘One North’ proposal to “improve transport links within and 
between cities, making journeys shorter, better and more reliable” Manchester City Council 
(2015: 1). As you walk around Manchester you can see the changes that are being made with the 
transport and cycle lanes that are currently emerging throughout the city. 
“Forecasts predict the population for the city as a whole will reach 600,000 by 2025” 
Manchester City Council (2015: 5). With Manchester forever growing, we must make room for the 
evolving youth culture that makes their fresh footprints in the city.

The rationale for the chosen era.
Basing the zine on the 90’s Manchester era, particularly focusing on the gay and girly 
‘Dragchester’ scene, this one off exclusive issue will explore a wide range of topics from 
the top tunes in the Hacienda to 90’s fashion and makeup trends. The reason why the 90’s is 
a desirable decade to choose for our zine is because it was at the peak of fashion trends, 
pop culture was thriving and it brought us legendary music. The 90s made Manchester. Choosing 
a pinnacle era was importance as it is easy to seem the effects and changes that it has had 
on the city in today’s landscape. Manchester will never escape its ‘Madchester’ roots as 
the Hacienda yellow and black hazard stripe motif is still recognisable ‘til this day. With 
past trends now resurfacing in today’s style, it is important to pay homage to the original 
creators of ‘cool’.







Chapter One
What is a Zine?



A zine is basically a non–commercial, 
non-professional publication, kind of like a magazine but 
with a little twist. A zine and a magazine differ as zines 

are not out there to make a profit but to add unheard 
voices into the mix. Zines are usually made out of interest 
and passions other people have and are often self-published 

by the creator. Typically, zines are made using collage 
techniques, like a sketchbook and are then photocopied. 

More recently they have been scanned into an online, 
digital format so they can be accessed by everyone.

What is liked best about zines is that they provide a 
‘voice for all; outside of the mainstream, of alternative, 

from the underground, the margins of society.’ 
(Art Gallery of Ontario, 2008: online). 

The majority of the current publications out there offer 
only a narrow perspective, and zines are the natural 

antidote to that, especially since anyone can make them.
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1990’s

1993: BITCH magazine first 
published by Debbie Stoller and 

Marcelle Karp.

1997: Zined!, a video documentary 
by Marc Moscato, is released. A 
Girl’s Guide to Taking over the 
World: Writings from the Girl 

Zine Revolution published.

TIMELINE
Riot Grrrls movement

1992: “Revolution Girl’s 
Style’ article by Farai 
Chideya & Melissa Rossi sparked 
an increase in zines by teen 

girls and women. 







Riot Grrrl

The 90’s was the birth of the female revolution, the feminist, taking back music, 
the vagina, and derogatory terminology.
Inspired by this, according to Li (2015), was Riot Grrl, a 4 piece all female 
band. They became a self-proclaimed movement that tackled feminism and what the 
general population considered ‘gender norms’. They were founded in West America, 
the area for the alternative and punk music scene.

The band called it a “boy-girl revolution,” as a riot-grrrl lyric went, that 
allowed women to be sexually free and simultaneously open about harassment and 
sexual assault, that encouraged them in pursuits traditionally thought of as male, 
like dancing in the mosh pit or thrashing on guitar, without having to give up 
their spirited girly-ness.

From this, the underground began producing feminist-filled zines such as Bitch, 
Brass in Pocket, BUST, Queenie, Heck, Yummi Hussi, Literal Bitch, Conscious Clit, 
Kikizine, Mad Planet. The London Riot Grrl’s movement still exists and was set up 
in 2001.











I-D MAGAZINE RESEARCH
PRIMARY RESEARCH

i-D was launched in 1980 by 
Terry Jones. The publication 
was made as a reaction to the 
post-punk Britain and ran by 
like-minded young people. When 
the first editions were made 

they were made in the form of a 
handmade fanzine, not like the 
glossy product it is now. The 
i-D logo represents a winking 
face and the person featured on 
the cover is usually winking or 
covering one eye, to represent 
a wink. This signature style 
of cover existed on the first 
edition of i-D and is still 
going strong today. In the 
1980’s the publication was 
produced using a typewriter, 
unlike today. Although i-D is 
now produced using computers, 
it still keeps its same young, 
artistic vibe of street style 

and photography.
 

TERRY JONES ON i-DENTITY 
“Identity is the individual 

thumbprint to our DNA. Humanity 
is at the core of i-D’s 
editorial ethic – to give 
space to a range of people 

with contrasting constructive 
opinions irrespective of 

religion, colour, nationality 
or social background. With 
ideas travelling through the 
web of digital communication 

faster than at any other time in 
history, i-D will continue to 
feature the diverse environment 
we are privileged to live and 
work in.” (Shapers of the 80s, 

date unknown: online)











Facebook’s average user is between 
24 - 35 years within the UK (7.4M 
users of that age) (Statisa, 2017), 
with this in mind and looking at the 
‘like’ statistics of the venue and 
event they have an equaled total 
of 14,046 and a footfall of 33,594 
(Facebook, 2017). These statistics 
show the reach of both these 
pages and should be utilised as a 
promotional technique. To boost reach 
even further sponsored posts cost as 
little as £4 and can increase views 
drastically and boost visibility as 
you the Facebook business customer 
can pick a demographic, location, the 
topic of interest e.g. drag, this 
will appear amongst their timeline as 
an advertisement. By mass advertising 
and having the appropriate imagery to 
showcase the brand, this will create 
attention and boost likes and pre-
sales/ reserves of the zine.
This will also increase visibility, 
when trying to search for the zine 
it was hard to find on a regular 
Facebook search engine and had to 
find the Facebook handle from the 
online site. 

Another pulling point to the launch 
event is the local celebrity status, 
the ‘Gorgeous’ family who are 
regular attendees of Cha Cha Boudoir 
as performers have a strong fan base 
and alone will draw a large crowd. 
The importance of the event’s high 
visibility is inevitable to create 
attention within the drag scene and 
boost sales but also to create a 
loyal readership. 

Etsy is also a platform that can be 
utilised for creating pre-sales and 
selling tickets for the Cha Cha after 
party, this does involve a small fee 
to pre-sell the items but will be 
an easy way to send consumers from 
social media directly to an exclusive 
selling page, creating a smooth user 
experience. 

Another more traditional way of 
promoting the event is to have a 
street team go out and approach 
members of the public with physical 
flyers and speak to them directly so 
they understand about the fanzine. 
This would be done both on Canal 
Street and at university campuses.



Cha Cha Boudoir Cruz101 

An effective business tool that 
Facebook allows pages to montior 
posts reach. This tool can be used by 
both our social media and the venues 
to ensure their is maximum visibility. 

Facebook Statistics



Chapter Two
Exploration of the 

Noughties



Exploring the noughties as the 
chosen era was the next step. By 

understanding the era and we can then 
see how we could capture Manchester 

in the noughties. 







Chapter Three
Exploration of the 

90s





GUEST LECTURER

DARREN BLACK - PRIMARY RESEACH
Darren said in his ‘Art in 

Fashion’ lecture that groups 

who are doing the Manchester 

fanzine should look into 

Jackson Pollard and The Stone 

Roses. The following pages show 

research into this area.



The Stone Roses had a known love of Jackson Pollock’s artwork, as explained by 
Howard (2016), with ‘Elephant Stone’ in October 1988 and ‘Made Of Stone’ in 

February 1989 containing rip-off artwork inspired by Jackson Pollock.
His unique style of drip paint art was what gave him his legacy.

 These large paintings were formed by pouring and manipulating liquid paint atop 
canvases set on the floor. 

JACKSON POLLOCK

The Guardian (2012) explains that Manchester used to be called ‘Madchester’ 
during the late 80s to early 90s. It was a period of young Britains defining youth 

culture and The Stone Roses were leaders in this exciting movement.

JOHN SQUIRE
For The Stone Roses’ debut self-titled album,  “Squire produced a painting 
titled ‘Bye Bye Badman’ that was his take on the May 1968 Paris riots” 

(Howard, 2016: online).
It is clear that the Mancunian guitarist was heavily influenced by Jackson 

Pollock and his art form which inspired the album cover.





24 HOUR 
PARTY 
PEOPLE

SKINHEADS

UK 
GARAGE







Manchester 90’s Fashion

Looking back on many style trends, it’s apparent that the youth culture of 
Manchester was pulling out their parent’s old ripped jeans, mood rings, overalls 
and wearing them out. When attending the cities festivals such as Park Life, if 
you’re not wearing a neon windbreaker on your latest Instagram post, did you 

really go to Park Life?







Is Instagram turning girls into drag?
The faded eyebrow technique that so many girls on Instagram have been using, 
including stars like Kylie Jenner, was created by drag queens.

With the growth of the photo-sharing app, users 
are utilising Instagram as a platform to share 
their makeup looks and artistry while others are 
turning to it for makeup inspiration. It turns 
out we are actually borrowing makeup techniques 
from drag queens that have existed for so many 
years.

“We are using the exact same 
techniques with the same heavy hand and 

experiencing the same results” 
(The Huffington Post, 2015: online).

The purpose of these drag queen techniques is to transform a male into a 
heightened female. More and more girls are having the misconception many have 
with contouring charts as they are for demonstration purposes only, according to 
The Huffington Post (2015), but are becoming more and more prominent in YouTube 
tutorials.

According to The Huffington Post (2015), girls are now beginning to forget the 
‘clean beauty’ look. Clean beauty doesn’t mean you can’t have a heavy smoky 
eye or a strong lip. It means that the skin is clean, we are seeing skin as 
best as we can. More people are forgetting that beauty does not have to look 

the way we see on Instagram.



Chapter Four
Understanding 
Manchester













created an ‘ultimate machester 
playlist’ and created a 
cool,mmanchester style layout 
but later decided to change the 
layout for the actual zine



“Manchester boasts the UK’s second largest lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and trans community after London.” 

(Lowe, 2014: online)

Manchester is renowned for its gay scene, and from this 
comes a world of drag. The premiere drag family in 
Manchester are known as ‘The Family Gorgeous’. The 
home of this particular family is the Drag Lab. This is 
a space in Manchester where “new and experienced drag 
performers from all ages and genders can develop new 
material and learn from one another” (Islington Mill, 
2014: online). This space is used for people who have an 
interest in drag to embrace their creativity with various 

workshops and performance development. 

Another artist to come out of Manchester is 22 year old 
Heather Glazzard. She is a photographer who predominately 
uses 35mm film camera and uses women as her subject. She 
studies at Salford University and has recently been asked 
to do an internship with Dazed and Confused in New York. 
Heather currently has an exhibition called. She was part 
of an event called ‘It Just Is’ where her and 2 others 
showcased their zines. “An evening of new work and new 
memories, multidisciplinary exhibition showcasing art 
unified by its rawness, doubling as a zine launch it 
promises to have something for all tastes” The event 
was at the Whisky Jay in the Northern Quarter in January 

2017. 



Chapter Five
Developing the 

‘Manchester Gay Village’ 
theme





According to Wolfe (2008), Rochdale Canal is what gives 
Canal Street its name. The canal opened in 1804 and 
was the ‘first canal of its time to ‘run from the 
Pennines through Lancashire, bringing raw materials to 
the city’ (Wolfe, 2008: online).

In 1967 the Sexual Offences Act was passed which,” 
decriminalised private homosexual acts between men aged 
over 21” (Parliament, 2017: online). This may seem good 
for the gay community but in actuality, 30,000 gay and 
bisexual men were convicted for behaviour that would be 

considered normal if the partner was a woman, as stated by 
Bedell (2007).

The History of Canal Street

“The area along the canal was perfect for gay men to 
meet as it was dark and unvisited, but was near to 
good transport links such as Oxford Rd and Piccadilly 
Station.” (Wolfe, 2008: online)

Rochdale Canal
Rochdale Canal
present day 
- PRIMARY 
RESEARCH

Some may say that the spark of 

Canal Street is now more of a 

simmer as Wolfe (2010: online) 

described it as ‘
being a Butlins 

style Saturday trash party for 

straight and mixed groups.’
 The 

acceptance of gay people has 

spread to people of all sexual 

orientations wanting to share the 

joy of gay people but this might 

taint the ‘
queerness’

 of Canal 

Street.



The Campaign fo
r Homosexual Eq

uality 

was then set up
 to combat this

 unfair 

treatment and a
ccording to Cam

paign for 

Homosexual Equa
lity (2016) the

y tried 

to set up safe 
spaces for gay 

men and 

lesbians in the
 form of Esquir

e Clubs. 

This may have b
een the beginni

ng of the 

club scene for 
Manchester’s infamous 

Canal Street.

Some may say that the spark of 

Canal Street is now more of a 

simmer as Wolfe (2010: online) 

described it as ‘
being a Butlins 

style Saturday trash party for 

straight and mixed groups.’
 The 

acceptance of gay people has 

spread to people of all sexual 

orientations wanting to share the 

joy of gay people but this might 

taint the ‘
queerness’

 of Canal 

Street.

“Some of the clubs/bars at the time were Cruz 101 (all the 
beautiful young boys went here with no tops on), The Bear 
Bar (for bearded gay men), New York New York bar (for mixed 
folks) The Thompson Arms, Paddy’s Goose (mostly old men with 
very young boys), Churchills (Disco bar) all these are still 
there. To be honest, I cant think of any that were there in 

the 90’s and are not still here now.”

PRIMARY RESEARCH FROM SAMIA’S AUNT 



Canal Street
The Manchester Gay Village is an exciting 

area full of culture in Manchester.
“The Gay Village is home to many annual 
events. The region’s thriving lesbian 
community is also centered in the Gay 
Village, with established venues like 
Vanilla serving the Women’s scene”

(Canal-St, 2013: online)
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